THE LAST OF THE EARLY KINGS

forth, not the eldest member of the senior branch (as is
the Western custom), but the oldest individual member
of the family should, in addition to inheriting the terri-
tory that would ordinarily become his, exercise an over-
lordship over the whole kingdom, and also receive the
tribute due to Poland from Pomcrania. As was only to
be expected from such a sorry effort to patch up an out-
worn principle, the scheme was found to be impracticable
as a permanent reform. Only thirty years after the death
of Boleslaw the overlordship fell, under the changed
law of succession, to his youngest son Casimir, who
failed, however, to hold this dignity long.

Thereafter it happened that during the two hundred
years following the death of Boleslaw III. no single king
reigned in Poland, and the country was divided into a
great number of small States (at one time as many as
seventy-two), each with its own ruler.
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